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SVPPLICATION 


OF MANY THE KINGS MAIESTIES 
LOYALL SVBIECTS , READY TO TES- | 
rifie all civill obedience, by the oath, as the 

Law of this Realme requireth, and 
that of conſcience; 

Who are Perſecuted,onely for differing 
in Religion, contrary to divine 
and humane teſtimonies 

as followeth. 
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He that floppeth his exre at the crying of the | 
poore, he (hall alſo crit , a 1 
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This 322% belongs to I 
The New-England- Library, 
Begun to be colle&ed by T homas Prince, 
upon his entring Flarvard-College, July 6. 
1703 ; and was given by faid Prince, to 
remain therein for ever, 


% | Y 
0 THE HIGH AND MIGHTY 
<Prince 1ames by the grace of God King of! 
Great Brittaine , France and Ireland, 
our Soveraigne Lord on carth. 


To. THE EXCELLENT AND NOBLE: 
Prince Charles, Prince of Wales ec, | 


To all the Rizhit Hondurable Nobilitie , Grave 

_ © «nd Honourable Indees : and, 

\ Toall other the Right worſhipfull Gentrie 
of all eftates and degrees, afſens- 
bledin this preſent 
Parliament. 


Right High and Mighty, Right Excelfent and Noble: | 
Right Honourable, and Right Worſhipfull. | 


S the conſideration of that divine comtnans : 
dement of the King of Kings given to eve- | 

WR ry poofe Saint, 1. Zim. 2. (.Let ſupplications , | 
prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thankes bee. 
made for Kings, and for all that are tn authority , that Ivee © 
J ay leade a quiet and peaceable hfe, m all godlineſi and hy- 
W/2e/tie) doth cauſe' in us a daily praQtiſe rherof in our 
Fecrer chambers (as of duetie we are bound ) of which 
Wthe ſearcher of all hearts beareth us witneſle ; ſoler it_ 
De pleaſing to your Majeſtic, and the reſt in authority, 
hat we make humble ſupplications and prayers to | 
| A 3 you, 


Py. 


- you, for fuch our bodily miferies , - and wants, 2s, are 


upon us, in that it is in your power to redreſſe them 3 


and eſpecially at this prefent,in this Honourable Mee» 
ting, . aſſembled for the publique weale of all your 
loyall ſubjeas, cor $6 
Our miſeries are: long and lingring impriſonment 
for mauy yeres , in divers countries of England, in 
which many have dyed, and left behind them , wk 
dowes, and many {mall fatherleſſe children; taking a- 
way our goods, and other the like , of which we can 
make good probation : not for any diſloyaltie to your 


/ Majeſtic, or. hurt to any mortall man : ( our adverſa-| 


ries themſelycs being judges) but onely becauſe wee 
cannot aſſent unto,and praftiſe,in the worſhip of God, 


ſuch things as we have not faithin ; which if wee 


ſhould doe.,, we ſhould greatly finne againſt the moſt 
High, Heb.11.6.. Rom. 14. 23. as your Majeſtic well 
obſerveth in theſe words. Tt © a good ſure rale m Theo- 
logie, that in the matters of the worſhip of God, (Quod du- 


| bitas, ne fecerts : according to Pauls rule, Rom.14. Let 


ebery man be -fully perſpaded in his minde. 

If we were 1nerrour in theſe things, courſes of af- 
fliting our bodies for conſcience cauſe , are not of 
Chriſt, but of Anti-chriſt, as hereafter is moft plaine- 


| ly ſhewed. And if no Church be the rule of faith, but 
. onely the holy Scriptures, as the learned Proteſtants 


doe truely confeſſe; and that therefore the do@rrine 
of the Church of Rome, ( that All muſt beleeve as the 
Church beleeves, and fo praGiiſe, or <clle be cruelly per- 


ſecuted ) be moſt ungodly, then how can they avoide 


the like cenſure that practiſe the ſame things, contrary 
to their own 0% Peet ? For the learned Proteſtants 


doe ſay, it is high crueltie, for the Papiſts to conſtraine 
them to praiſe thol? things in Gods worſhip, which 
they have not faith in; nay which they know to bo 
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evill, with impriſonment , fire, and fagot &c. and 
therefore, why may not we ſaie, it 15as great crueltie , 
for the learned Proteſtants to conſtraine us to praftiſe 
thoſe things in Gods worſhip , which we have not 
faithin ? nay, which we certainely know to be evill ; 
with lingring impriſonment, lofle of goods, and 
what other cruelties , they can procure again(t us of 
your Majeſtic, and the civill State. 


| piſts be as ſure alſo ? and thcy be the. Proteſtants Tud- | 


; 


If the learned ſay,they have the truth,and wearc in 
errour, that reſteth to be tryed, by the true rouchſtone | 
of the holy Scriptures: If the learned be our Iudges, | 
the verdit muſt needs goe againft us: If their ſayings | 
be a ſafe rule for us to be ſaved by , wee will reſt upon. | 


chem; and then why may not the ſayings. of the Pa- | 


es, and fo bring us all to beleeve , as the Church be- | 
over ? The iniquitie of which we have diſcovered, | 
as brieflic as wee can, be{ceching your majeſtic, and all | 
that are in Authoritie to heare us. It concerneth our 
eternall ſalvation, or condemnation ,-, and is therefore | 
of great importance: For Þhat can a man give for the | 
ranſome of his ſoule? | Ee porn tn "I 
Oh),be pleaſed to 1temember the ſaying of thar Great 

and good man [ob: ch.29..1 delivered the poore that cryed, | 
and the fatherleſſe ,and him that had none to help kim : the 
bleſſing of him that Was readie ts periſh came upon me , and, 
I cauſed the widowes heart to rejayce. 1 Was a father to the 
poore ; and, When 1 knel not the cauſe, 1 ſought it out 
dlgent'y , 4 brake alſo the jawes of the uniightequs min , 
and pluckt the prey out of bis teeth. 
Our prayers are,and ſhall be, for you day and night, 

to that God of glorie, by whom you Raigne , andare 
Advanced, that hee will put into your hcarts, to let 
theſe things enter into your thoughts , and then wee: 
doubtnot { the cvideace of them being ſuch ) that you. 


A; will 


| rers of conſcience . Not t 
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; will be moved to repeale, and make voide, all thoſe 
; cruell Lawes, that perſecute poore men, onely for mat- 

hat we any way deſire for 
. our ſelves, Papiſts, or athers,any the leaſt libertze from 


_ the ſtri& obſ:rvation of any civil, temporall, or hu- 


| Mane law, made, or to be made, for the preſervation 
| of your Majeſties Perfon, Crowne,State, or Diguitie: 


| | For all thatgive not unta Czſar; that which is þis, ler. 
| | them beare their burden : But we onely defire that 
| | God might have that which 1s his , which is the heart 


and ſoule, in that worſhip which hee requireth , over 


12.who isable to fave it, or to deſtroy it, which no 


| | mortall man'can doe. It 1s not in your power to com-. 


| 
| pellthe heart; you may compell men to be hypocrites, 
| asa great many are , who are falſe hearted both to- 


| | wards God and the State , which is ſinne both, in you, 


| , and them. 


1 


The vileneſs of perſccuting the bodie of any man , 


| God, and law of Chriſt ; it is againſt your Majeſties 
rofeſſion; againſt the profeſſion and praRife of other 


| witneſs gains it : fo doe the Puritanes, or Calviniſts; 


3h yea the eſtabliſhers of it, The Papiſts themſelves , in- 
I | veigh againſt it. So that God, and all men doe deteſt 

tt, aS is herein declared: And therefore in moſt hum. | 
{ | ble manner, wee doe befeech your Majeſtie , your 


| : Highneſs, your Honours, your bay by to confzder 
| |ot1t,, and doc as God direQeth you in his Word, that 


| Borld, untill the Harveſt i Mat-13. 


YN Andſo in humble manner we proceed. 
? | | ; 
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which there is but one Lord, and one Lawgiver, Iam.4. 


- onely for cauſe of conſcience, is againſt the word of. 


rinces. The ancicnt, and latter approved Writers 


| | | cannot he : Let the wheat and tares grow together in the 
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The doftrine of the Holy Ghoſt contained in the facred 
Scriptures , utberule of faith ; and not any Church , 


Counſell, Prince , or Patentate ; nor any mortal man 
Þhatſoever. Proved, | 


Y the Scriptures themſelves , which are the wri- 
tings of Moſes and the Prophets, The Evanyeliſts 
and Apoſtles. Thele are a ſufficient Rule to trie 
all faith and religion by. | 

. Qurreaſons are. 1. They are inſpured of God, and 
are able to make us Wiſe unto ſalvation, and perfet#-to every | 
good mworke, 2.Tim.3z.15. Secondly, becaule theſe wri-' 
rings were:written that Ie _ have certainety of the. 
things. Whereaf Ie are mſtrufted Lake 1.4. That our joy | 
mightbe full, 1. 1oh. 1.4. and that we might beleeveand tn' | 
beleebing might have life, 1ch.10.31. Thirdly, we are: | 
comanded, Not to preſume (or be wiſc) above that Iphich 
7s written, 1.Cgr.4.6.For with this weapon Ct rift put to! 
flight the devill, A4at. 4, and taught his Diſciples, Luk. | 
24.27.87 46. and Paul taught Chriſt Ieſus, p/ & 5 
The godly are commended for ſearching the $criptares,. | 
AE.17.11. and commanded to ſtarch them, loh.5.39- | 
and they that vvill nor beleeve theſe Writings, will not - 

beleeve Chriſts vvords,nor one that ſhould come from 
the dead, Toh. 5.47. Luke 16.31. OE 

If any Papift, or Atheiſt aske, how vvee know all , 

orany of theſe Scriptures.to be in{pired of God ? Wee 
an{wer,. The ore, Gith Job ( 12,11.) diſcerneth Words , 

and the mouth taſteth meate for it ſelfe : And as the eie 

diſcerneth the light of the Sun , fo doth our ſpirit di. 

(cerne theſe Scriptures to be of God, and that tor theſe 

reaſons : Firſt, in regard of the majeſtic , wiledome, 
and Grace of them, trom all other writings. For | 
A 4 their: | 
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f there is as great glorje in theſe, Scriptures , as in 

j the making of this vyondertull vvorld , which may WW r 
| evidently be ſcene : Secondly," by their teachings, Ml c 
Which excelleth all humane teachings, leading us from IM 7 
 Satan,from this world,and our.ſelves z- ro God;inho- ft 


| allthe port of them ; the like wherof cannos be ſhew 
| o many ſeverall Writers ſince the vvortd began: p 


| that praGtiſe the dodrines contcined in them:Seventh-. il c 
1 ly,the converſion of thoufands to God, by the power | 
/ of thedcQrine of them : Eightly, the vengeance of. iſ : 
1 God upon ſuch as have not obeyed them:Ninthly,the: Ill c 
_} acknowledgement of rhem by the verie profeſſed ad- I 7 
| verſaries thereof : Tenthly, the miracles from heaven- Iſl # 
* confirming them : Eleventhly, the fight of a Saviour. Iſl 6; 
} To man 1s onely from them: And laſtly, the ſimplicity I $ 
| of the Writers,and plainenes of the writings. For God il 1 

| 

| 


| bath choſen the mcane, contemptible and deſpiſed ro | | 
-| publiſh themy fteries of his will. | 

||| Theſcareſufficicnt to perſwade,that thefe holy Wri- 
|}, tings are inſpired of G if and ſo able to make us Wiſe to 
: | Salvation,and per feb to every good worke. Thele Scriptures: 


£ 
. 


| conteine the Lawand Teſttmonte , and if any Councell, 
1} Church, Prince, or Potentate , ſpeake not according b0 
|| #45 word, it is becauſe there is no light in them, Eſa. 8.20. 
|"butwe are commanded to hold them accurfd,Gal.1.8.9. 
| For whoſoever ſhall adde unto theſt things , God fhall adde 
if thc plagues written herein : aud who ſo ſhall take albay from il 
| If #22 things, God ſhall take bis name out of the booke of Wm 
|| Life, and out of the boly Citie, and from- thoſe things Wi 
| zbat are pritten , Revcl. 22. 18. 19. 
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| - Much by us hall not. need to be vvritten in this 
thing, it is {o evident,and fo generally acknowledged; 
except the Papiſts : 'onely,we will bring ſome humane 
Teſtimonies. 'The Proreftants affirme { Whites, Way to - 
the Church, Dedicated to the Biſhops, pag. 12. ) That it 
is the doftrine of the Church of England{ Article ſix)that- 
the Scriptures, comprebended in the old and new Teſtament, 
is the Rule of Faith,fo far,that whatſdevey is not read there- 
#n, nor cann2t be proved th:yeby, 1s not to be accepte.l as any. 
point of feith , or needfull to be followed : but by tt all do- 
Erines taught, and the Churches praflice,nuſt be examined, 
end that rejeted, which is contrary to it , under What title , | 
or pretence ſdever,it come tento u5.' And further they lays 
{p4g.1. ) That the Pupe, ar any mortall man, ſhould be the | 
rule, that muſt reſolve inqueſtions and controverſies of faith, | 
i an unreaſonable Poſution, Voide of dll indifferency : when | 
common ſence teacheth , that he that is a Party, cannot bea | 
Judge. And againe, (þ 17.) Which i the Church is con- | 
troverſall, ey, is the Scriptures, ts not ; therefore let thab | 
be the Rule which is out of doubt: Againe ( pag.44. ) The 
Icriptures containeth the Principles of our faith,anil ſhall ye 
not beleeve them? Qr cannot We kno them of themſelves in- 
fallibly, without we let in the authority of the Church 2 —- 

This,and much more the Proteſtanrs have written,& 
ſufficiently confirmeth : That no Church, nor man What- | 

Vucr,may be a Fule,or Indge,in matters of Faith,but onely 
the holy Scriptures : and whoſoever tcacheth, or praQti- | 
ſeth otherwiſe, they muſt hold & maintain the Papiſts | 
Creed,or Coltiers faith,which the Proteſtants fo much | 
deteſteth,& mentionerh(p.6.)out of Staphitus his Apo- | 
wone, Thus The Collier being at the point of death, temp- | 
{ted of the devill what bis fauh was? auſipered: + beleede,and | 
die tn the faith of Chriſts Church: being againe demanded, | 
what the faith of Chriſts Church wastthat faith, ſaith he,that-* || 
Wt ceeve in; Thus the devill getting no other anſiver , Was" | 

A 5 overcome 


af of 
: 43 | 


it | 
| overcome , and put to: flight : by this falth of the Collier » 


every unlearned man , may triethe ſparits of men Whether 
| they be of God or no : bythss faith be may rc/sſt the de- 
| bill, and judge the true interpretation. from the falſe ; and 
| di erne he Catholique from the Hereticall Miniſter , the. 
|| true dottrine from the forged. For if this anſwer ofthe 
/: Collier, and the Papiſts concluſion upon it, be not- 


|| ſound, but dereſtable, as the Proteftanrs confeſſe, and 
- Cry woe unto the Papiſts for the ſame , and that juſtly; 
{/ Thenis it. no lefſe dereſtable in the Proteſtants, orany 

|| other, to require, or force any toyecld ſo in Religion 
| and Faith, that upon ſuch atewptation, he hath no 

| better anſwer to make ,_ then as the Collicr, to ſay, 3. Mt 
|} beleeve and die in the faith of the Church, or of the Prince , Ml b 
| or of the learued: For being demanded what that faith; Ill 2! 
| is, if he be notable to prove it by Gods word,contey-, Il «/ 
| ned inthe Scriptures , tt is no better then the anſwer || #/ 
4 of the Collier, The fasth that 1 beleevetrn,,ec. Qh how A 
 mamc millions of ſoules.in this Nation ( not Papiſts, lf « 
/, bur Protcſtants ) live and die , and have no other faith I te 
# rhenthis 1. KA ed Mm | 

|! The interpreter of thus Rule, u the Scriptures themſelves , 

| andthe Holy Gboſt, in Whomſoever. 
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| He next tn order, as the. immediate queſtion from 
his former, is ; who muſt interpret this Rule, be- 
} cauſe ( as. is objze&ed ) there are many darke pla- 
| ces init , bard to be underſtood,: Vnto ovbich we an- RO 
|. fwer, The two Witnefles ſhall be the onely interpreter | th 
| thereof, which are,the vvord of God,contained 1n the Wis 
[| fame-Scriptures, and the Spirit of God , ſo are they ſha 
[| called, Joh.15.26. 27. & 4.5.32. Firſt,tor the Scrip- 
| xures themſelves, although ſome doQrine in ſome pla» 
| &5, be dark and obſcure, as Feter ſpeaketh, 2. Pet.z- 16, 
| _ | — get 
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yet the ſelfe fame doAtines in other places, are plaine 
and maniieſt : For allthe words of the Lord are plate, ta 
them that wall underſtand, and ſtraight to thens that 


to him that will underſtand, Prov. 14.6. Secon 


Spirit that beareth Witneſſe,for the Spirit is truth, and Toh. 


all things, eve the deepe things of God: anc 
of him, dwelleth in you , and yee need not thit any. man 


we knolÞ 


you mp abide in him. And 1. lob. 3.24. Her 
that hee abzdeth 1 15, even by the Spike tha 


« 


the wordofF wiſtdome ; and ta anatber the Ward of knop- 
tape, bythe ſame Spirg. 


y 


he Scripryres be ſo plaine in this, that the greateſt- 
adverſarics.thereot doe acknowledge the truth horeof : 
Onely in this lyeth the difficultie , who it is that hath. 
the Spirit of God to interprete the Scriptures, which 


5 that ſure Rule : which in the gex+ place is. to:be 
handled, Es os ed Ng MR 


Would find: knowledge, Prov.8.9. And Pads, a raft | 
Spirit of God, ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, 1. 10h. 5.6. it is the | 


14.26. Bus the Comforter, Which is the Holy Ghoſt, whons 
the Father Will ſind in my Nqme , bee ſhall. teach you df * 
things, and bring all thangs to your rememirance which Tt 
have told yan : Rad Toh.16,13.Howbedt when bee is come, * 
which i the Spirit of Truth , bee will leade you ints alt 
truth, for hee ſhall nov ſpeake of himſelfe, but Whatſoever, 
hee ſhall beere, bee ſhall ſpeake, audbe will teach you af the, W 
things to come. And 1.Cov.2, 10. For the ; pela ry 

the ings of God knoweth yo man, but the Spirit of God.." 

And 1.10þ.2.27, But the aunointing that ye have received” | 


teach you, but as the ſame aunointing teacheth you of all, 
things, aud it is true, aud #s net tying, aud as ft taught you ,, 


| bee hath given | 
«w. And1.Cor.12.8, For to one t&. giheu by the S writ ,. | 
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That the Spirit of God to underſtand and interpret, is given 
_ toall, Ko every parttcular perfon, that feare La obey God 


\ Ent. 4.5.6. Behold 7 have taught you Ordinances and 
Þ 'LaWes, as the Lord my God commanded me, that you 
'  doeervenſo,ooc. Keep them therefore and dae them , 


'' forthat is your I and underſtanding inthe fight of 
| hk people, c. who ſhall ſay, onely this people 15 iſt and of 
 emderſtandeng, oc. Pal. 25.12. What man tis he that fea- 
wth the Lord, him will be teach the Way that be ſhall chuſe, 

and verl\.14. The ſecret of the Lord is revealed to them that 


feare him, and his covenant to give them underſtanding. 
And'Pfal. 107. 43. Who ts Wiſe that he may obſerve theſe 


ng for they ſhall underſtand the — kindneſſe of the 


Zord. Dan. 12, 10. None of the wicked ſhall have under- 


Lord 2 f 
. Neanding, but the wife ſhall underſtand ; for God Will doe no- 


thing but herevealed bis ſecrets to bis ſervants. Amos 3.7. 


©. And hethat keepeth the Law, ts a child of underſtanding. 


Prov.28.7.& Luk.21.15. For 1 will give you (my Diſct» 
ples, that obey me and ſuffer for my ſake) « month, and 


| ziſedome. And Luk. 12. 12: And the Hely Choſt ſhall 
I;  geach you What yee ſhall ſay: For Mat. 10.20. it s not you 
|! bat ſpeake,but the Spirit of my father that ſpeaketh in ae 


And Mark.4.11. to you (my followers) 8s given to know 


1 , ' the myſteries of the Kingdome of God, but to them that 


are without , all things are tn parables. And Ioh. 14. 15, 


Ff ye love me-keep my commandements, and | will pray thi 


Father , and bee ſhall give you the Spirit of Truth, And 
Toh.7.17. }f any may will doe his will , he ſhall know of 


the doftrine, whether it be of God orno. And AQ. 5. Fo | 
Yea, and the Holy G h:r/tÞ k,mGodbath given to all H it 
ove} 


| 
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p | 
IT | 
gbey bim. And Plal.119. 99.8:c. David -had more nn»: 
derſtanding then all his Teachers, andthen all the An 
cients, becauſe he kept Gods precepts... og 

Hence is plaine to whom the Spirit of God is given: 
Even to everie particular Saint of God, and it is no © 
Private ſpirit, but even the -Publique Spirit of God 
which isin him, . which enableth him ro underſtan. 
ding, and ſo to declare the things given him of Gods 
For that is a private ſpirit, that 1s not of God, though 
it be in multitudes : but the Spirit of God, though 
but in one Saint , is not Private : Gods Spirit is nor 
private, for it is not comprehended onely within one 
place, perſon, or time, bur is univerſall and erernall, | 
ſo is not mans Spirit: Therefore mens is private, | 
though in many perſons: Gods is publique though but | 
in one perſon. PE: Tool 
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CHAP, IV. 


Thoſe that feare and obey God, and ſo have the Spirit of | 
God ts ſearch out the mindof Godinthe Scriptures, are © 
commonly , and for the moſt part, ſimple ones, poore, dev | 


| {NY V- Saviour ſaith, Mar. 11. 5. The poore receive tha | 
Goſpell : and verl.z5. F thank thee Father, Lord L | 
heaven © carth, becauſe thou haſt opened theſe things 8 
= fo Babes: It is ſo Father , becauſe thy good pleaſure was © 
| /4c>. And the Apoſtle James 2. 5. Hearken my beloved % 
© brethren, Hath not God choſen the poore of this World, thak i 
= t-ey ſhould be rich in faith, and Heyres of the Kingdome, 
© &c. And the Apoſtle Paul, x. Cor. 1. 26. &c.- Bren 
; 


thren, you ſee your Calling, that God hath choſin the fooliſh | 

| of this orld , the jag of this World, thebils. of. this | 

world, and deſpiſed , and which arenot, © 
ON! vil. 
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4; | fo confirmed by humane teſtimonie. 


@ For Gods deali 


Whit, and to the child 


ww 


_ Fed Micharh had the CT, nn 400. of King Aha, 
| P; ophets yz Is Kong. 2: fohad 


deſpiſed. His Apoſtles, in like manner , what were 


- Rulers, oy of the Phariſees beleeve in him? verſ. 49. but thik 


_ $ctiprures being rhe rule oi Faith, perfe& and abſolute, 
| ' andrhattheplainenefle of them is ſuch, as that by the 
| Spirit of God-they may eaſily be underſtood of thoſe 
| that feare, and obey God, but of noneelſe : and that 


' Efrarch,.che doAtines and ſeverall points of Religion, 
'. Wert knawn and ditcovered, by the moſt meanie ot the 
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is, #0 give nts »be ſimple ſharpmſſe 
| ; nowlede and diſcretion, Prov. t » 4, 
The Spirit bloweth where # lifteth, Toh. 3. 8. and is n& 


ricd extlterto learning, or multitudes: Poore perfecy, 


RK | 


of | i Jeremy, Jer. 37. againſt all 
the Priefts and Prophets of Iſrael. The Lord of lik 
himſclfe, in his flefhly being, what was hee, but a may 
full of ſorowes? In his birth, laid zs a cratch, 'becauſe 
there was no roome for him in the Inne; Luke 2.7. 4 
Carpenter by trade,, Mark, 6. having nota hole to reſt 
his head in, Atat. 8: and in his death contemned , and 
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they bur meane men? Fiſhermen, Tenr-makets, and 
fuch/like, having no cettain dwelling place: in ſo much 
as the worldly wiſe Scribes and Phariſes took notice of 
it, and reproachfully ſaid , Ioh. 7.48. Dobh any of the 


people that kno» not the Laare curſed, 


'* The truth of this is as plaine as may be, that the 


a at wm, &. $. CE. 


are, moft commonly,the poore and deſpiſed; For 
dy Want Wfcdome ,. be he never ſo fimple , let him 
ie unto God, ani hee Will give him, Iam. 1. 5. which is 


” The Proteſtants conteſſe;, that in the Primitive 


cople, andthe Biſhops exhorred them therunto 8e. 
TD! : Way, p4g.7+ 4 nd that this rule 1s of” that nature,that | 
#15 able to direft any man, be he never {0 ſimple, yea the 
waſt unkarned alive, may conceive, and underſtand it ſuf 
ms | ficiently 


_ _ = | 


Mfcie by aivation, p4g.'9. And they relacerhe* | 
Rs Ancients. A this time : Firſt, Clemence | 
Alexandrmns : The Word is not bid from any; it55 atoms | 
mon light which ſhineth to all. men, and thrre i no obſtu- | 
ritie #1 if ,&c..pag. 32. Next Auguſtine : God hath bb-yed | 
dawn the Scriptures to the caparitze of babes and ſucklings , | 
that when proud men will not ſpeak to their capiacitie , yet | 
himſelfe might. . After him, Chriſoſtome : The Scriptures | 
are eafie to underſtand, and expoſed to the capactuie of every | 
fervatts, and Plowman, and widow,and boy,. and himthÞat is 
moſt rnIiſe ; therefore God penued the Scriptures bythe | 
hands: of 'Publicanes,, Fiſhermen, Tent-makers ,. Shepherds, 
Neatherds. , and unlearned men , that none of the ſrmple Ii 
people might have any excuſe to keep them from: reading:and Wl 
that: ſo they-might be eaſie to be underſtood of all men, the 
Arteficer, the Hauſholder, and Widolb woman, ndbim that 
is moſt unlearncd : Yea , the. Apoſtles and Probbets,, as 
Schoole-maſters to all the Thovid, made their Writings plaine i 
and evident to all men, ſo that _ man of himſelfe, one- | 
ly. by readeng them. , might learne the things ſpoken therein. | 
Next. Inftine Martyr , ſaith, ' Hearethe words of the | 
Scripture, which be ſo cafe that-it nzeds no expoſition, bud 
anely to be rehearſed; And this; the Proteſtants ſay, way 
the perpetuall and conſtant judgement of rhe anci- | 
ent Church &c. And further he alledgerh, ( p4g:21.) | 


3 


Theoderet, who writ of his times:: You ſhall every where 
ſee theſe points of our. faith to be knowne and underſtvod; 
not onely by. ſuch as are Teachers: in the Church, but even off 
Coblers and Smiths, and: Webſters, and. ell kinde of | Altifi® | 
cers:: yea, all our Wemen.; not they. onely which are byoke» 
"N karned , but they alſo that get their living with their needles | 
yea, may1-ſervants and wayting-Women : and not Citizens 4 

onely, but Huſbandmcn of the Country, are very skilfull ith | 
theſe things ; yea, you may heare among us, Ditchers, and | 
Neatkerdf,and Wood-ſetters,diſcourſing of the Thins 
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\(g| 8he creation, &'c. The like is repeated by others: And, 
4] fay the Proteſtants, His dotirane that bas Preſulent m'the 
V'4 Trent Conncell, That a Diftaffe Was: fitter for 4 oman. 
1! then a Bible, was not yet hatched ere... 
|, Ohſ it were well, if the contempt of- theſe pious 


. 


1; praftiſes, were paled onely within the Romiſh' profeſ« 
_ |!) fion, and were not praiſed in, and among thole that 
| ||: 4 profeſſe themſelves to be ſeparated therefrom : As 
 |/.{| What 1smore frequent-in the mouthes of many learn» 
| 1!!! ed Proteſtants, then theſe, and ſuch like words : Aſuft. 
||| ebery baſe felloÞ, Cobler, Taylor, Weaver, 2c, meddle With 
||| the expoſition or diſcourſing of the Scriptures, which apper= 
|}! Feprneth to none but to the learned ?. Yea, doe they not. 
| | | forbid their owne Miniſters, to expound, or diſcourſe 
; ' of the Scriptures, Read the 49. Canon, which is: No, 
! 
| 
| 


|! perſon whatſoever, not examined and approved by the Biſhop 
| | of the Droces, or not licenced,as is aforeſayd, for a ſafficeent 
| | and Ponvement Preacher, ſhall take upon him to expound in 
| bis oIÞne Cure, or elſetphere,any Scrapture, or matter, or do+ 
' Erine > but ſhall onely ſFudze to read plainly , and aptiy 
| | ( without gloſing or addang ) the Homilies alreade ſet forth, 
|. or hereafter to be png lawfull Authoritie ec. So 
||| xhatnor onely Iefus Chriſt , and his Apoſtles (who 
'|' / are alive in their doQrine,though not in their perſons) 
| are forbidden all expoſition of holy Scriptures, or 
||, | matter, or doQrine, not being licenſed by the Biſhops: 
i | ' but alſo their owne Miniſters , who have ſworne Ca- 
1] || nonicall obedience to them. Yet when they are put 
[| ' to anſwer the Papiſt, who praQtiſe the ſame thing, they 

. - take up both Scriptures, and ancient Writers to con- 


Late it. 


CHAP. 


15 
m SI -- -- os RD 
The learned in humane learning, doe commonly, and for the 
- moſt part, ertey and knoW not the Truth , but perſecute_ 


it, and the profeſſors of tt; and therefore to be no further . 
followed, then We ſee them agree Ivit the Truth... . . © 


He next1in order is , That ſteing the Lord veveileth - 
his ſecrets to the humble , though Wanting humane - 
learning ; That we now prove , thaton the con-.. 
farie, God uſually', and for the moſt part ,- Hideth his - 
crets from the learnetl, and ſuffreth them to erre,and reſiſt . 
the Truth ; yea, ſo far as to perſecute it , andthepro- 
feſlors of it. | RS ex Oo 
' And{ firſt, let us beginne with the learned Heathen , 8 
who were behind none in huwane learning: The wiſe - 
men of Egypt, how did they reſiſt the powerfull truth - 
of God,delivered, by Moſes: yea, nag. reliſted it,with - if 
ſuch ſignes-and lymg wonders , as the heart of Phþq- . 
raob, and all his people was hardened againſt it, Fxod: - 
7.11.12.18.& 8.7.. And what was the cauſe of the de- .: 
ſtru&ion of Babel, but the truſting in the learned, E/2.: 
47-13. Thou art Wearted in the multitude of thy Counſels, 
&c.- And Eſa.44.25. 1 deſtroy the tokens of the South=. : 
ayers , and make them that conjeFure fooles and turne the. 
viſe men backlbard, and make their knoWled fealifineſſy 
The things of Gods dealing none of the learned of E 
2ypt or Babel, could interpret, but- Joſeph and Damzel. - 
Now come to the learned Prieſts: and Prophets of. 
the Iewes , whoſe lips ſhould have prefetved knows 
ledge , and -at whoſe mouth , the people ſhoulc have. 
ſought the La ; Bur ſeiththe Lord, Mal. 2.7.8. They are 
gone ont of the way , they have cauſed many to J8 the 
Law,&c. Alſo Efay 29. Stay your ſelves, and wonder 
« Bt Þey are blind, and make Mn. : they are drunken , but. 
| | | 04+ 
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«| 29 with wine, they flagger, but not by flrong drinke for the 
1 |Lord as ooh. a ſpirit 0 enter , and. bath 
| "or up yo = Prophets,” and your chieft Seers, Ore. 

- Lord ſait , Becanſe this prope come neere 
| bs DR hows auth \riit howtur me ah. chtir lips, but 
| {| ave remotes Learts fa feotth ine, ther Rare towards 
if i} ring taught þ by th os. ecepts of men: Therfore bebold 1 Will 


_— dota" maiy vr this people , even a mat-. 


hits ho LE HA thor ; - for the wiſedome of their-wiſt 
re od ; 4nd "ry tude Jeans of the rudent ſpall 
bei Bl the : af Bjr.y6. 10.&c. - Thar watchmen are all 
Bb, they baveno Knowle oe &c. and thef fl: pbeards can- 
derftaiill , yo they atl looke to thetr-aWbne Þay , every 
[ Ds gene advantage , and for his owne papoſe, Al- 
{o "5 The Wifcmen are oſhamed, they are afraid and 
| when, f lot they have rejetted the word Y; the Eord,, and 
Þhat w Ars in'themi&c.. Reade ler. 14.14. &c. and 
7 140. Ge. people have beene as loſt ſhtep , their ſheephertls 
' babwcaufed then to'goe aftray,md have goin" aibay to 
|» 2be Mo earn mes See. And Micha 3.ch. inhr ſhall be uns 
| *0 Them for a Viſfois, alid dai: poſe e ford divinutton., and” 
|| | 2 Qutine ul got doWpir aver the Pro Yheks, thi the dry foatt: 
1} eur ? dve/ them &c. For they cs no: anfiver of* God , 
| They battd ub Sig with btolid; aud I erefelens; with injquirſe 
b' (08 And Z. Ph. 3.4: \ Ber Probhiss are light and- wicked 
||| rfops oR Bits bs polluted the Suntbue, they have. 
|! \breft d the Lad. 
1] |, Andinthe'time of our Saviour , how. had they | 
nade the colmmandements of God of no' authori»= | 
| y 3 by:their Pradirions,?  Aet. 15. AtidideF.r3.27. W 
| forthe Ruters'df Eruſtlem (the high Priefts, Scribeh 
| ndPharitees ) knew not ©hriſt, n6# yet the words of 
"Prophets Which they beard fead every Sabbath day , but 
fflled them in condsinumsg him. And our Saviour - lil 
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(knowing the Hiſtories.) rhat from time to titne zi 
both particular Popes, and Generall Councels ; have 
groſlely etred in many things :. Onely, one wee will 
mention; paſling by Trent and othets , the Councelli 
I Laterasi we meane, which for VYnivetſalitie was behind 
' | none; where were preſtht two Parriarches; 50: Atch-i 
i biſhop Mertropdb itanes, 40o. Biſhops; 12. Abbtars ; 
' f 800. Coventual} Ptiors, the Legates of the Greeke 
'" and Rothane Empire, befides the Orators and Embaſ- 
- | fadours of the Kings of Ieruſalem, France ; Spainey 
= England, atid Cyprus, in which Councell it was de- 
' i creed.: That all Heretiques, and ſo many as in any pol 
-  7eſi/t the Catbolique Fatth , ſhould be condemned &c. And 
\ | #hatthe Secular powers, of What degree ſoever they bee ſha 
be compelled openly to ſweare for the defence of the faith 
| #bat t0 the uttermoſt of their power, to roote out and deftroy 
|= #3 all their Kingdomes , all ſuch perſons as the Catholiq ee 
| Church had condemned for Heretiques , and if they 4 | 

not, they ſhill be excommunicate: and if they doe nit re = 
erme within.one Whole yere, t hen the Pope may denounce; 

i ſubjetts x a and utterly delivered from fhewtn ? of 
omg any f {etze. or obedience tolvards bim. Agaitie;Ths 
the pe may give that land to le occupted a enjoyed of 
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| | : 6 
li ve Catholiques fo þoſſeſſeit ( all | Heretsques bei rooted 
2#t) quietly Without contraqiffion: Tho. Beacon Cum pri- 


Dal As 1567s. 5 SG 
18. And che Froteſlants lays that this imperſeBion hath, 
aye” and Churches : thay 


'\ hung D198 apr SB el NO  GAULLES « & 
| 1 NaRrenen fait , He never /alb any Councell have a good 


"| og {aq x 11 POINTY Rn 
{| Are not here ſufficient Teſtimonies , proved from 
| (\>criptures and Experience, that the learned, have uſu- 
| |ally erred, and that ſo often ., the holy Scripture war-. 
[3 file tg BY -0vu\ | | ; 
- neth us #0 Peware of falſe Prophets , for many are gone out 
\ Into the world, x,10b.4.1,8c. And will not your Maje- 


Tie, your Highneſſe, your Honours, your Worthips, 
| |be pleaſed to conſider of theſe things ? but will your, 


i t . 


{| '{elves ſubmit the guidance of your ſoulcs to the lear- 


ned Spirituality,as they are called, without duc exami- 
| \pation by-rhe Scriptures ? which if you doc, we can 
Þut bewaile with the ſorowes of our hearts: and; are. 
pou not herewith ſariſtied? but will you with your pp- 
_ 'ver (which God hath given you to uſe well.) compell. 
|. and conftraine,your ſubjefs and underlings,.to beleeye. 
us the learned? bindirg our conſciences by not ſuffring 
[as to reade and ſcatch the Scriptures? which jt ine ab= 

tiſe, will you doe that 
hich is worſe. letting us reade the Scripture, wherby 
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| Fe may knew'the will of our heavenly Maſter, and 


|; 'nave onr confſciences enlightned and convinced ; but 


|| \ot ſuffer us to praiſe rhat we learne and know , and 


1 "bat our conſciences are convinced of by the Scrip- 
wg Fear whereby our finne, and condemunation,.15 made. 


Nt 4 reater againſt God > then the blinde Papiſt, as 1s pro- 
fed 


d, £iX-12.47. but we mult captivate our confciences 
jna'prattife,ro that which in our foules we know to be 
Fill, and contrary to the manifeſt law of the Lord, 
In ty becaufe the learned have fo decreed whom you 
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acknowledge are ſubje& to erre as well as others;or elſe 
lie in perpetuall impriſonment, and be otherwiſe grie- 
vouſlly perſecuted. Afayit pleaſe yo# to obſerve that | 
- The Church of Rorhe feeth,thar Ieſus Chriſt is come 
in the fleſh, & hath aboliſhed the Prieſthood of Aaron 
and the Legal ſacrifices,but the learned Iewes ſee it not 
to this day; nay the high Prieſts, Scribes and Phariſees 
faw it not, bur for the publiſhing thereof perſecuted 
Chriſt the Lord,& his holy Apoſtles ro the death,cal- 
- ling their doQrine hereſie,& them ſeditious'enemies to 
Cefar,8& what not?for which their cruelty ye all juſtly 
condemne them ſo often as we reade the boty biftoric 
And the Church of England ſeeth divers damnable 
doQrines of the Church of Rome, this among many M 
That the Scriptures are not the onely rule of faith, but that 
-men ought t6 be conſtrained to beleev as the Church beleeves 
the Proteſtants ſee rhe in1quitie of this,becaufe they ſee 
all Churches are ſubjc& ro erre:But the leatrried Papiſti 
ſee'it not,buthave decreed, That Who ſo re/iſteth any pom 
fhalbe os: te as an Heretique, and ſuffer fire and fagot : fox 
the which the Proteſtants'and we juſtly cry out againſt 
them for all the innocent bloud that they have ſhed. ' 
And we ſee moſt manifeftly,that whatſoever.'is.nor of 
faith is ſin, Rom. 14.23. and that no mortall man may 
make a law to the conſcience,and force unto it,by per 
fecutions; and conſequently may not campell to an 
religion, where faith is wanting. But the learned 9 
this land ſee it not,or rather will not pra&i{c u: bur f9y 
out profeflion & praQiſe of this truth, procureth you 
tem;porall ſword { for their fpirituall is without edge? 
to perſecure us by caſting us intro prifohs, where ſonje 
of us have remained divers yeres.1n lingring impriſon 
ment, without hope of releaſe, till our God pcerſwade 
the harts of your Majeſtie.your Highnes, your Honor 
yourWorſhips,to take pitic on us,our poore wives anc 

B 3 _ Children, 
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4 Queene ſhall be conſumed, for her Merchaiits that 
are wexed rich through her pleaſure and profites» 
ſhall waile and wee The which, they now. ſeeing » 
ſhut their eyes, leſt they ſhould fee that, .that ſhould 
oY them from thoſe Honours , Profites and Plcae 
ures. | | 
Inlike manner, it may eaftly be judged.by. everie in- 
different heart, that the cauſe why the learned of this 
land will be blind, in not ceafing ro conſtraine. men to 
ra&iſe that in Gods worſhip, in which they have.no 
atth ; nay, vvhich 1s contrarie .to-the ught. of their 
confciences : 1s, Not the obſcuririe of the Scriprures, 
But their winking with their eyes, left thy ſhould ſee that 
that would take away their honours profits and plea 
ſures ; For if Bribes blende the eyes of the wife, Deut.16M 
19. then honours, profits, and pleaſures, much more if 
For who fecth not, zf none thould be .compelled rc 
pr any thing in Gods worthip , but what thx 
ave-faith in; which will make them read willingly ,M 
and worſhip holily : then the Honours , Profits, and 
| Pleaſures of the learned men,in re{pe@&of Spiritualty 
would decay, although your Maj-ſtic might lawfull 
givc them ,what temporall Honours, Profirs, and Plea: 
ures, your Highnefle liked of. . þ 
Theſe are the true cauſes of the:blindnefle of rhe 
learned : For fo Chriſt faith, Ioh. 5. HoW can yee beleevt 
when yee Seeks bononr one of another , and- ſeeketh not th 
bonour that is of God ? And how can men bur be blinc 
in Gods myſteries, vvhen they look to their own: way 
for their awn advantage , and for their own purpoſe f 
For having rejc&ed the word of the Lord, what wiſe{] 
dome is-in:them , they have no an{wer of God, tha 
| . buildup their Syon ( for fo they account their:Chur 
ches,or profeflions ) vrith bloud, and Icruſalem wir 
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\! 1y* + If theſc learned could freeus from the Lords wrath, 
| 6 or that they might anſwer. for us, and we be free ;-k 
|< were ſafe for us to ſubmit our ſelves,and captivate our 


|, judgements and pradtife to.them: but. {ecing they can- 
..y.-not ſo much as deliver their own-ſoules , and that. if 
(4 the blind leade the blind, both muſt fall into rhe ditch, 
\1if} Ada, 15. andeverie one give account of. himſelfe ro 
||. God, Row. 14. and be judged by his own workez 
| |||, done-1n the fleſh, 2. Cor. 5. and that the ſoule thar ſ(in- 
| |] neth ſhall die, Fzek, 18. vvee dare not follow any mor. 
|| ||| | tall man in matters of ſalvation, further then wee 
||. know him to agree vvith Gods meaning in the Scrip- 
|| .« TUCES., Es Ea : 
|| Fax, the holy Apdſlle of Iefus Chriſt, taught, that 
4 we ſhould follow him no otherwite then he followed 
4 | Chriſt, 1. Cor. 12. 1, yea, Chriſt himſelfe ſent men to 
| [- The Scripture to try his dorine, Toþ,5. The Apoſtles 
| Þ Tuffred their dofrine to be' tryed, and commended 
4, them that rryed it, A. 17. 11. And the Proteſtants 
# confeſle, White pag. 127, This dottrine was never mifh- 
| . ed, tilla Church araſe up » whoſe ſilver being draſſe , aud 
| | whoſe mitkepoyſon, could net endare the tryall : which be- 
| ||, |} 20g true, that.we may trie, why may we not alſo judge 
1.1 and praQule accordingas Gods Spirit ſhall dire& us in 
|| {| ourtryall. Ifa man ſhould drinke poyſon and know it 
il | \ ro be poyſon, were he not in a worſe eſtate then hee 
| 4 thatſhould doe tt 1gnorantly , not knowing thereof ? 
1] evena murtherer of himlelfe in the higheſt degree: fo 
[1 He that drinketh ſpirituall poyſon, knowing it : for fo 
| 1} 3t is unto them, they not having faith init, he isin a 
| |} worſe eftare, even a murtherer of his owne ſoule in 
| } the like degree. And therefore that Church, or thoſe 
} Þ learned, that vvill ſuffer their dodrine to be tryed , 
I | # and.yet conſtraine men to receive it and'praRtile it, 
if '.# when upon tryall, their conſciences arc convinced s 
At 10! ht ; eng 


_ 23 
tho falſhood thereef,, arc worſe , and doe more highe | 
ly fiance, zhen they that conftraine a blind conſcience, } 
though bork be evill. TIES 
Wee deſpiſe not learning, nor learned men, but doe | 
reverence both ir and them according to their worthi. | 
nefſe : onely when it is advanced into the ſeat of God, 
and that given unto it,which apperteineth to the He- | 
ly Ghoſt, which is to leade into all truth ; then _ q 
all, as Hezekih did unto the brazen ferpent , deteibix | 
and contemne it. We Pr es ol 


' CHAP. VL. nes 


_ Perſecution 2+ Religion is againſt the Lab wy 
- tf Che 


Irſt, himſelfe commanded, Aat. 13. 30. vvith 38. ji 
Let the Tares and wheate grow together #n the World,ut- i 
tall the end of this world. (* || 
- Secondly, the ſame Chriſt our Lord , commandeth, | 
E Mat. 15.14. that they which are blindly led on in falſe 
-© Religion , and are offended ar him for teaching true | 
ec | Religion, ſhould be let alone, deferring their puniſh - 
n | ment unto their falling into the ditch. 

it Thirdly , hee reproved his Diſciples vvho would 
e | have had fire ro come downe from heaven,and devou- 
2 I red thoſe Samaritanes that vvould not receive Chriſt 2 


o {laying Yee knob not of what ſpirit yee are, #he Sonne of || 
o i 21an is not to deſtroy mens lives, but to fave them, Luke 
a 9- 54. 55. which plainely proveth that. Chrift vvould 

n | have no man hurt for Religion,although they be refu« 

e || fers.of him. LE of 3 abs Teng 
» | Fourthly, the Holy Ghoſt teacheth , the fervants of 
» | the Lord muſt not ftrive, but be gentle towards all men, 
tl /affering the evill, inftrufting them with meekneſſe that are 

$5 contrary 
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may hereafter come'to 


but be prevented. 
CHAP. VIL 


| Th e Teftim ones and prattiſes, of famous P rINces again 
| perſecution. 4 
ki 
"Icft , your moſt excellent Majeſtic ſaith , in you 
| "expo 10n upon: eve, 20. , Firſt Printed 1n Edeu ſte 
WH © barongh,n588. afterin London, 1603. Sixtly:, thi}, 
14 Compaſhog of the: Saints, and beſicging of the btJy, 
| F” Joved Citie , declareth unto-us a certayne. note of a fallfhy, 
| © Church: to bs prrſecution';: For they. come to ſeeke thefh; 
[7 Githfull,,- the fahfull arc thoſe thar are ſought : they, 
wicked aretheheGegerithe fauhful rhe beſieged. {it (þ 


2$ 
our Highnefle ſpecch at the Sefion of - Barhiamens 
» oa OT: ith 4 ſure rule m Didinity, that God Re 
er [aver to plant bis Church by viglence and bloudjhed,.” 

And in your Majeſtics Apoogic for rhe Qath of Al- 
cgeance, pag.4. you ſay, 1 gave a good prooft, thit I 
Entended, no perſecution agaguſt them, Br conſtience cauſe ; 

But onely fret to be ſecured of them nf a x ciull obedings 
ich for conſcience cauſe they, mere bound ta perf Re 

ind Pug. 60. ſpeaking of Blackwell , the Arch-pri 

your Highneſſe ſaith : It mas never my mtention to lay {| 
Tiny thing to the ſard "Arch-priefts charge, as 1 have dt i 
tone to. any, for. cauſe af- thy y CC. || 

And itt your Majeſties J{feditation upon the Lords 
UE7aycr, your Highneſle Pris » that in the matters «1 

Gods Worſhip., Ibe ſhauld not dae that we doubt. | 
vj Alſo thar noble Prince, The Bog, of. Rohemiayhath. 
Myricten, thus: Noble ding the ſuccelſe of theſe lat- 
ellir timer, whereia ſundry opyugons bave = alagt 
We /ubjett. of Religions 3 ma) ike, is digerne 
ub lu eye, and as tt. TN aim aKcop- 
ung to the veritie of, ho [a IP, we berte 
wwe held and mamtained. by- the  ancic term 
Church, That.mens conſcience be mM: -— faxt to. Ad 
ed, ur xd, or conſt rein and - mhen| deer men. "bo 4 
kmpreg any thing by this 1 viaknt courſe, Whither | epenty, or 
ſecret  meanes , thi.iſſye hath beeng Peri ,. «nd the 
'* f ata eat and og Bruobattons be. the proceed: 
1 Gy omes and Countries of all 
[ 5 lg s Maj phe faich ol 


wt to (bac Ok meh or fr ex ta APE cf G7: 19rn 
: Jo any perſon Wbatſoeper , for matter of Fxl ehgion,, jo | 
ut they which.. profeſſe thewſelves ta he of 'the } 
a CA neither to exouble nar diftiahe bows in the. rack | 


1} of their Religion, ſo they live conformbly to the Lavell 
ll Tthe'State &c. 57.5) | OE; "7 or 


' Goſpell ? with the arde of Þ 


26 
| And for the'praQtiſeof this thing, it is well know" 
that many great Monarchs, Princes, and States; ſuffy r 
Religion free, and doe not conſtraine, the conſcienÞ* 
of any ran, by bodilyperſecutions :; not 6nely Ha 
'then Princes, as the Turk, and Perſian : bur even Cz; jſh 
tholique Princes ; and many Proteſtant Princes alſo, Þ.* 


CHAP. VHI. © 
Divers Teſtimonies of infiriour men, againſt 
TROY! bs 's Rb, þer, cution. | a OE FT io 


| © ym Auxen, The Chriſtian Church dot" 


© FP net perſtente, but is perſecuted - aud lamentabk it 


* to ſte the great follie of theſe times, and to ſigh, 4 
#be fooliſh obinion of this World, 6 that inen thinke 7M 


© . as 8 to belp God,and with worldly pompe and power 


undertake to defeud the Chriſtian Church : } acke you B 
ſhops , what belp uſed ihe m__ ia the pubhſhmg of th 
at power did they preach Chri 


gndconverted the Heathen from their idolatry to God? Whi 


# 


#bey Where in prifons, and lay in chaines, did they praiſe an 


give thankes to God , for any Dignities, Graces and F 
pours received from the Court ? Or doe you thinke that Pi 
Þent about Ree Il mandates, or Kingly autharitie, to gathil 
andeftabliſh the Church of Chnſt? Sought he protettu 
from Nero Veſpation, whoſe envie and hate againſt Chriſt” 
made the Goſpell, and the acknowledgement thereof maret": 
flouriſh ? The Apoſtles wrought with their hands, f1 x 
#heir owne maintenance, travelling by laud and water fron ; 
Ton to Citie to preach Chrift ; yea, the more they a # 
forbidden, the more they taught and preached Chiiſt , bu y 
w alas , humane helbe muſt aſſiſt an2 protett the farth® 
: an 


27 


{ give the ſume countenance : with , and by vatneand | 
arid honours doe men ſeeke to deftnd the Church of | 
briſt,as if he by his power here not able to performett, | 
"Hill. con. Arian. The Churth now , which formerly 
' memes, miſerie and impriſonment, Was knolvne to be @ 
ue Chruch, doth now terrifie others by impriſonment , ba= 
| / \ | . TA 
Bihment and miſerte, and boaſteth'that ſhe #s highly eſteemed, 
Þf the world ; Whereas the true Church cannot but be bated. 


TL 


the ſame. | 


Ambroſe in his booke of Widowes : The Church o& || 


Brrcommeth the power of the adverſarie, not Iith worldly ,. 
tit Dith ſpirituall weapons,which are poWberfull before God 

caſt downe holds and ſpirituall wickeuinefſes. RO 
{| Damaſc. 3. ſent. cap. 33. 7he Goſpell is preached || 
rough the World, which over:ame not the adverſaries. | 
Srreof , through the ſWord, or by barre : but a felb naked, 
Bore, unlearned , and ſcourged people, confounded , and 
Jronght to nought the wiſe men of the World: for hoWÞ ſhall 

4 Church otherwiſe bave Martyrs, if ſhe her ſelfe martyred 

—_. oe 5g Le, 
I Icrom. in prozm. lib. 4. in TIeremiam. Herefie is to 

e cut off with the ſipord of the Spirit ; let us ſtrike tho= 
$0 with the arrowes of the Spirit, all ſonnes and diſciples 
$f miſſe-led heretiques, that ts , With Teſtimomes of holy 
, 5 was , the ſlaughter of Heretiques v5.by the word of 


)4s , 

Tertul. ad Scapul. It agreeth both with humane equt- 
lt and naturall reaſon, that everte man worſhip God uncome 
gmpelled, and beleeve what be will; for ut neither hurteth , 
, res any man, another mons Religion, or Beleefe > - 
:#ber beſeemeth it any Religion to compell another to be of” 
ltr Religion, which willengly and freely ſhould be imbraced 
od not by conſtriint ; for as much as the offerings were re= 
ured of thoſe that freely , and Bith a good Þull offered, 
pinot from the contrary. ' i 
RCIA 


.* 
— + > <6 Ed Th 
—_— a w>" LC NET no 


1 Ns Bath pes 35 bn N 
riftians, Whereby to binde their conſaſt" 
6s pr (het , an and untompelled , with a read W) 
j pi A ea mind, muſt theſe that come, run un q"/ 


. A din 1 Lyther , in his booke u upon the Civill Mag IC | 

rate.. ht liwes of the ctvill Government extend; no func 

4 then ober the bodie and goods , andto that which is - {ar 
tral, wall) over the ule, God will not * ſuffer any maniti 

be bimfelfe will rule, there : pherefore, where uſt 

Palys f a I lagift rate doth underts eto give laÞes tak jon 

86 tBE ſoule and con egences of mens he u ofa rþeth that g0- * 

bernment to bios Is, Ibbich a ppertey epneth e, d,&c. - 

A Martin Luther upon I. Kinn.s In the building of th a 

ple, there was no 2 Jound "þ on keard; to fi /gmfie, that 

Chriſt will bave in his Church, a free and wilting people, nit rad 
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or and conſtrain ed by lawes and ſtatutes. ne) 


ines upon Luke 22, It i6n0t the zrue Catho rt 
FT which is defended By the ſeculat arme, or [oi A 
poDer, but the falſe and fained: which althqugh it carte " 
name of 4 Chureb , yet exyeth the þoler thereof. ad 
And upon Dal. 17. For the true Church of Chrif a 
gs TY a the Borldy arme,which the Biſhops nolv a day L,; 
efly uſe % 
Abainie , in Poftil. Dom. 1. poſt; Epiph. Let i 
Chri ans be Fryrongs but $nop for he that will x 
oh *Uling doe hat whereunts he xs fl friendly exhortedJeff 

$5 10 Cbrt ian: Þþ erefore thoſe that doe compell them thi} ; 
ae 08 willing, ſhew thereby ibs arenot ap riftian Frey 3 
ehers, but So ld Beedles. _ 

.Againe, upon 4% if the cl Magiftrate woul 
«dmmand me to beleeve thus,or thus ; foul anſwer bin 
sfter this manner, Noble Lord, ha# you ” your civill, 

orlily governement: your power extends not ſo fart 

Commandany thmg in Gods Ringdrme s therefore ern | | 


"- 


be | 


 2ot beate you = For if you cant ſafer that any wiew || 
Would ufrpe rnthoritic dhere you bave ns Joknans; bow .. | 
+504 thinke that God trill fuffer yau to thruit bim frons || 
þ ſeat , and ſet your ſeife therem. = 


Many moe mighr be produced: onely we will zdde 
xe judgement of ſome that. are {ubje&rotroubles for - 
heir Religion; as we : the Puritanes, fo called,in their 
| F 1n. tothe P:ixrl. This 15 a pa T of cheir Petmions Ro 
That Papifts, nor other, neither conſtrainedly ,, nor  }| 
Eiftomably , communicate in the. myſteries of ſatva= 
Fon : as alſo their Supplicatian for Tolleration primed 

609. in Pip .21 ..&C. | _ X | 
And laftly the Papiſts, who of. all other have leaſt 
$:uſc-to ſpeake againſt | | cage , in that the ena. 
Yrs it a law, procceded from-them, and is ſo ufaally 
S$taSiſed by them where they have power: An chus \| 
hey write, in a booke full of wickedneſfe,, lately ſce } 
Jorth, yet allowed by their Superiours. Aſorcober the 
Fpeanes which Almightte appotuted þ1s officers to ufe im the 
Snber/ion of” K. ngdoimes and people, Was humilitie , path= 
Wee, charity, CFC ſiytng Mat.n0.16. Behold, 7 ſend pau 4b 
bye in the mid't of Wolves ; be dtd not ſay, I ſend you as 
vlves among ſheep, to kill, snpriſon , ſpoyle, and devoure, 
Poſe unto Þhom they were fent : Agame be ſaid , ver. 17. 
Sy to bom + ſud you Wiki dltver you up m Councells , 
"4 an $hctr Synagogues they will ſcourge you, and to Preſi® || 
ents and to Kings fpall you be ld for my fake : B&dothnob 
$.y0u Whom 1 [end ſhall deliver the people hom you ought 
rconvert into councels, and put th:m m priſons, and leac 
em to Prefidents and tribunall ſeats, and makt their Relps || 
$n fellony and treaſan. Again. he futh, verſ. 12. Whew | 
#: enter into 4 houſe flute rt ſaying peace be to this honſes 


$: {oth not ſay por: ſhall ſend Purſuivants to ranſacke and 
ye the houſe. .Againe b: ſaith Ioh 10. Th: good Buſter 
$1 his life for hzs ſheep,” the sbeefe commeth not bus for 

-———-——---- 


* - —— 


Eero 5. a 


MO vV 7 Fe feare (notwithſtanding all the manifeſt ' 


|"! Jeſtie, and the reſt in Authoritie, That Tolleration Will 
\Nl! be burtfulk, and dengerou to the State : wee will a lite} 
[|] more therefore, moſt humbly intreate your patience: 


'1 much as is lawfull for poore ſubje&#s , wee humble beſeech 


Was Itcan be no brejudice to the Common-Iealth , but much 


i 4 s 
Shy Mic: 
| 198 i; 
14.108 ONS, 
TT. | 
j vt 4 4 
7 | . * 
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1 , | 
: | * L 
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hy 


i $0 ſteals, Kill, and th deftroy : he doth not fa , the theefe1 | p 


veth bu life for the. ſheep, and the good Paſtor comme \ 
wot but for to fteale , kill, and to deſtroy. Wherefore ſq 


4 


Mt your Majeftse, that converting of us by killing , gmpriſci.l 
Itrcontfation of your held eng and 773. ng by Uo 
UM! moters and Purſuivants &c. laid afrde ( at Abs the Chri: 
"it ſtan world is ſcandalized) it would pleaſe your Majeilir, 
l #0. give order that Difomtations 3 Conferences 5 and: ſive 
Ml 1acartes may be uſed, for the diſcuſrion. of truth ,' according 
fo the doffyine of bur Saviour and Hs Apoſtles , Whichy 
mf peaceable;modeſt, {defble, conſenting to tb2-gogd, fall » 
\ll mercie's and by thoſe meanes,if Ie frould he m errour, yout 
{| Adajeſtie might caftly gaine up,&c. And if weſhould fat 
Wl ſake onr Religion, for feare of the loſſe of our tempor 
Fl goods; mprifouments, hanging, and- not out of enfotmation 
| 82 _—_ we ſhould be but Atheiſts , and be Worthy to bet 
banged up mn deed, for diſſembling With men , and Violating 
| 4H obligation to God, &c. Thele are their words:whert. 
by we-holding our pcace, our Adverſaries ſpeaks 


| for us-: | 


oy —— «a 
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200d, if freedome of mens conſcences be ſuffered. 


V Teftimonies of God and men ) that the} 
learned will labour to poſleſſe your Ma- 


lk. 2 p—_ 


'#!\ to heare us difcover by Scriprure and experience, that 
(| 3rwill not ; as alſo to take out of the vvay their ob-J* 


Abrahin 


«a 
* 


yet cofrrari6 rothem'in- Religion, Gen: 13. 7. $16: 3+|} 
Againe he ſojourned in Gerar:,' King:Abimelech bid-|| 
ding himi'dwell whereir pleaſed him , chap.20.& chap. || 
21-33-34: ?1/aak. alſo dwelt in the fame lard, yet con. 
trarie to the King and his SubjuQs in Religion, ch.26. || 
1cob lived 20:yeres with his uncle Laban.jn one houſe, j| 
yet Gifted in religion, Gen.3z. 30.33. The people of j} 
Iſrazt continued 430. yeres-1n that famous land of E- | 
cypt;Exod.12.40.afterward were catyed intoBabylon, || 
where they remained 70.yeres,allwhich times they did 


o<F© "1.1 me of taſ- S.&s began to perſecute the truth, | 


87 
Abrahand abodeiamongthe Canainites a long time; || 


ciſcr in Religion;& yet no danger to the State., Come y| 
to the r1me of Chriſt, when Itracl was againe captive 
tothe Romans, where lived divers S:&s of Religion, | | 
Herodians;Scribes &Phariſzes,Sadduces,& Libertines, , | 
and Samaritanes, beſides the common Religion of he 
I2wes,Chriſt,& his Apoſtlzs,all of which differed from , 

the common Religion of the State: which inall hke- | 
:zphood was the worthip of Dina, which all the world | 
(almoſt ) then vvorſhipped, FH. 19.20. yet alltheſe f 
.c-1 under the government of Ceſar , being nothing} | 
þ:,r:full roche State and Common wealth for they, | 
were all lubjeE ro all humane Lawes'as was meet. And,, | 


© ulally falſn-ou doth perſecute truth', but ney | 
{1.1 fayihoo4) then thele perſecutors did moſt of all; } 
'- +. rhe Stare, and cauſc rumults, as appeareth, At. } 


| 


| 
\ 


7.4. Xe, and 14.15, and 19.29, &Cc. and ch. 21. &c, {| 
v-- cas, If they would as freely have permitted they | 
i: 11, as the Truth could-have ſuffered falſhaod ( lea» 1 
217 to God ro puniſh) there ſhould nox have bene, | 
ivy Irouble at all in the State, and Common wealth. - | 


_Againe, who is not well acquainted with the flog-g 
::hing eſtates of the netghbour:Nations,. and that dis | 
*crs; who tollcrate Religion, their Weales, States and; | 


| and > ap governed ; Many ſorts of 


hl ' Provinces, yet no trouble of 


[4 4 
3' 
1} 


{110 
{1}, unto C4/a# his due; and for Religion , 
||! another patiently., doing one unto; anpther , as they 
ff} would be done uriro. And if any obje& the trou- 
tf; bles of France, or of the Low Countries: it is eafi 

x, anſwered, the fountaine of them is, that thoſe that 
i] hold perſecution lawfull , take up armes , os raiſe ty 
Ji} mules: foo which cauſe it is. juſt in the Princes and 
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[|] conſcience, None that we know , but Papifts and 
4 | Proteftants, doe perfecute , and therefore are onely 
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lettered; bur altogether without the Spirit of God, to 
44 6h that perſecution is profitable for a Srate : 1t 
| being ſo wicked, and unprotuable, az hath beene pro- 


_ —— 7 
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CHAP. 3. 


[ bl Kongo are deprived of ne power, that God hath given they, 
bt hen they maintaine freedome of Religion tn thetr De- 


MINS. | 
AY} - WE WW fwade Kings and Princes , that they have 
Wi + . power from God , to maintaine Gods vyor- 

i} hip and fervice, as well as cvill peace,and fo are man 


FE are not ignorant,that the learned doe per: 


ll teyners' of. borh Tabl-s , and to puarth talſe worthip- 
||} pers wah impriſonment, death, or otherwiſe, as ore! 
Fi mal-faQors of the ſecond Table. Now concerning the 
#!] Mtte: , we freely acknowledge they have ail of then 
A! ower from God,to make humane Lawcs(that be juli 


f; 
W110 
1] 

i 

' 


Mt For the government of their Kingdom es, and compel 


toll 


3s 
their ſubje@&s tobbſerve them,and to punifh the tranf: 
eflors of them; and we all are to be obedient of coy«|! 
Boomcs for the Lords ſake. Bur here lyeth the diffi- 
cultic , where God hath giyento all Kings charge over | 
his worthip and iricualt ſervice. For.God is a Spvi4t 
end they that: worſfliip him , muſt Worſhip hin tn. Sporet as 
Truth, Toh.4. If all Kings have this charge 4nd po4| 
wer, then doe all Kings finne in this ſave one (if one); | 
for many, dot not at all thinke ir-is their charge,and {0 
doe altogether negle& it :- and ſore doe thinke it 'ig 
their charge, and doe maintaine it ; one, in one man«| 
ner , and another in another, ſo that there can be but 
one, that doe well in it, (if one), for rhere is but one| 
Truth, all the reſt doe fjane: ſome for not maintaining! 
itat all, and ſome for maintaming it atter a falſe man- 
ner; fora falſc worſhip is worſe then none. Andrhii| 
one may verie well be doubtfull, becauſe he is as tub 
ject ro erre as the others. And if he doe erre,and _ 
ſtraine hi, ſubjeQs amiſſe, they ſhall pertſh for they | 
finne, and their bloud ſhall be required at his hands.. || 
The learned ſay ,chat Chriſtian Kings,have the ſam | 
' power that the kings of. Iſrael had to maintaine doſe 
Eaw : in which oblerve, no;other kjngs had power. o. | 
charge , to maintaine tha Religion, bye onely th: 
Kings of Ifracl, and yet the Commpn weales di cqn 
1-0 tinue long, and flouriſh , to them and their fred aft | 
4 them, to many generation : bur in theſe daits,, diver 
f- —_ {ay they are in the place of the Kings of Lac! 
| aidſay, they maintaine the Religion of, Chrifts Gol 
pelh yet differ ſo much , as they count ofe ansther ] 
dolaters and Heretiques,for maintaining his way. | 
May it pleaſe your Majeſtic to give us leave to a6 
of your learned, in what place of the word of G 
your charge Randeth? Wee often reade ©! your chats | 
in civil things , and that your poweris from God, Wn | 
z | 


T1 


| yo 
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{47 Hee hath given you a' ſword to puniſh evill.doers, and 
{0 defend the innocent ;' but not ro {upport- any Religt- 


. 


{#4 on, nor ſuppreſle any Religion, by your earthly ſword, 
190 now 1n the tim: of - Chriſt: ' 'Buc we reade rhat Kings 
| hl have given their power and authoritie to. the Beaſt, 
With Rel. 17. to uphold an Antichriſtian Religion , and 
| their be teti; or many of them that aoe it: Therefore 
[MMF 3r behooverh all Kings , that doe by power and force, 
{aff uphold avy Religion, toſuſpeR themſelves, .leſt they 
'' x} be of thofe ten that pphol=rhe Baſt, and fight againit 
{110} the Lambe z: And allo ler them. feare , leſt ſeeming to 
| MF - uphold true Religion, -they fit in the. confciences of 
- uf} men, where-Chriſt ſhould fit; For Chrift 1s the alone 
Mf} King'ef Ifrae], withour a feilow, or {ubſticure, as your 
v1  Majeſtie wellobſcrveth., in your Highneſfſe Avologie, 
Chrift is the Churches Menarcy , ond the Holy Gho 7 bi 


Wit Depretie. 


4} Butwe know,that they will anfwcr us;your Charge 
| {\l/ 3818 the Law of Moſes, (-for i the Golnell they have 
\ 4! no colour, tor Rom. 13. make h nothing for this pur- 
|, #\} poſe, Cefar bring a Heathen King, to. whom - God 
 #,, gave no authoritic, nor ſword , for matrer of Rehigt- 
118! 0). They lay, the children of Iiracl were comman- 
kj! ded todeſtroy all the inhabitants cf the Land,Pext.7. 
\\- 0! leſt they intice chem ro ſerve their gods, Exod. 23. And 
14411; falſe Prophets ro be ſlaine, Dew. 13. Thcile are their 
1/47 ftrong holds. For anfwer unto which : Firſt, the ſfiars 
441M | of thele people were full, and the Lord weul: deſtroy 
4 41. themandgrve their poſſeſſions to lfracl : bur the finrs 
|}. of the refiiſets-of Chrift are not full untill the end. 
|}; Secondly ,. the children of Ifracl had a ſpeciall com- 
| mand fromthe Lord to deſtroy them ; bur the kings 
F!. of Nations have no command art all ro'deſttoy the 
19! - bodies of the contraric minded,they are. forbidden to 
11134 plucke up thetares, Adat. 13. Thirgly, the CANARY 
0 f WOuuur, 
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Ewould have rebelled againſt Iſrael,and have deſtroyed b 
chem : bur the contrarie minded will natrebell againſt * 
| their Kings; all that doe let rhem be cur off: Fourth- | 
iv. che Heads and Rulers of Ifrael', could command | 
\Mand compel the people to obſerve thoſe carnall Rites & 
{Ordinances of the Law : but the Heads of the Natt- | 


Hons cannot comvell their Subjeds to:beleeve the Gof- | | 


,Mpel; or faith is the gift of God,which-faith if they want, -1 
/ all chat they doe in Gods worſhip 1s ſinne, Rom. 14.23, | 
tHeb.11.6. therefore they cannot compell any to wor- | 
ſkip, becauſe rhey cannot give them faith : for which 1} 
cauſe, the Lord in wiſedome ſee it not meet to charge 


to acceptance with God, rhere muſt be a willing mind, 
x. Cor.g. and faith : but ſeeing it 1s not 1n their power | 
i ito work either of theſe, but the worke of God alone, | 
as your Majeſtic ſaith, in Parl, 1609. God Ill never re- 


zot beleeve ſhall be damned. On 

Againe , ſeeing they grant the law of Adulterie , 
Thett, and the like, ta be changed, and is not now to 
be exa&ed according to that Law : for the Iudicials 
vere bur for thattime,place, and perſon, as your Ma- 
jeftie obſerveth in Parl. 1609. why ſhould not this, 


Kings with a dutie'which they, cannot performe: For | 


quire it at their hands: The bloud of the faithlefſe and || 
mibeleeving ſhall. be uþon their own beads ; for he that will | 


ir ext. 13. be changed alſo, for the cauſes aforeſaid ? as 


1s Þplſo becauſe Chriſt and his Apoſtles hath expreſly for- 
y Pidden it, as hath beene proved ; reſerving. for ſuch a 
-$Forer puniſhment, Heb. 10, For if that Law ſhould 
d. ow be exaQted, all Kings would be deprived of many 
heir faithfull ſubje&s, and the Cities of their habita- 
10n, With all their fubſtance, that 1s therein muſt be 


vurned with fire, and made a heape of ſtones for ever: 
vhich God forbid. 


C3 Thus |} 


> 
by : 


> 
Thus ee lope your Majeftie , ahd the reſt ih Ay 
KI thorstic, may fee there is no compariſon , between th 
1. Kings of Iſrael under the Law, andthe Kings of Na 
ons m the time of the Goſpell in matters of Religi! 
WMany things might be writ, ro prove that Kings a 
-not deprived of that power which God hath give 
them , by ſuffering the Ftcedome in Religion : as 
$o rhe high impiectic of all ſuch as force the confcienc 
perſecution. But this may fuffice , the Atnmight 
gat : Which, with yonr Kingly and Honoural 
Confalcations; wee commend mnto the King of 


Kings , with our nceird. prayers for fu 
| Cece tcefle,as may tend moft to his glories 
and the proſperous eſtate of 


chrs Kinydome. 


a 


The Kmgs Aajeftie loyall fitbjetts 
6 al Cbefall obeazence y 


unjuſtly called 
Anabaptiſts. 


